
 
 

C o re  a n d  C o m p u ls o ry
M a th s , E n g lis h , S c ie n c e

R E , P E , P H S E , W o rk  R e la te d  L e a rn in g
e tc .

R o u te  1

R o u te  2

R o u te  3

R o u te  4

A p p lie d  G C S E

E .g . F re n c h , M o d e rn
G re e k , S p a n ish ,

U rd u

M u s ic
H is to ry

G e o g ra p h y
A rt

S p a n ish
S ta tis tic s

E le c tro n ic  P ro d u c ts
F o o d  T e c h n o lo g y
G ra p h ic  P ro d u c ts

R e s is ta n t M a te ria ls
T e x tile s

M u s ic
H is to ry

G e o g ra p h y
A rt

F re n ch
D ra m a

C h ild  D e v e lo p m e n t

L a n g u a g e G C S E : o n e  fr o m D e s ig n  a n d  T e c h n o lo g y G C S E : o n e  fr o m

G C S E  D o u b le  A w a r d

H is to ry
G e o g ra p h y

A rt
S p a n ish

P E
D ra m a

C h ild  D e v e lo p m e n t

G C S E : o n e  fr o m

E le c tro n ic  P ro d u c ts
F o o d  T e c h n o lo g y
G ra p h ic  P ro d u c ts

R e s is ta n t M a te ria ls
T e x tile s

D e s ig n  a n d  T e c h n o lo g y

E .g . F re n ch , M o d e rn
G re e k , S p a n is h ,

U rd u

L a n g u a g e

M u s ic
H is to ry

G e o g ra p h y
A rt

S p a n ish
S ta tis tic s

G C S E : o n e  fr o m

A p p lie d  G C S E

G C S E  D o u b le  A w a r d

A rt &  D e s ig n
B u s in e s s

E n g in e e rin g
C o u n trys id e  a n d  E n v iro n m e n t

S p o rt
P u b lic  S e rv ic e s

B T E C  F ir s t  C e r t ific a t e

A rt &  D e s ig n
B u s in e s s

E n g in e e rin g
S p o rt

tra v e l a n d  T o u rism
M e d ia

P e rfo rm in g  A rts
P u b lic  S e rv ic e s

B T E C  F ir s t  D ip lo m a

A rt &  D e s ig n
B u s ie n s s

E n g in e e rin g
C o u n trys id e  a n d  E n v iro n m e n t

S p o rt
P u b lic  S e rv ic e s

B T E C  F ir s t  C e r t ific a t e

R o u te  5

R e d u ce d  C o re

R e d u c e d  C o re

R o u te s  a n d  P a th w a y s  a t
K e y  S ta g e  4

H e re  w e  co m p a re  so m e  a p p ro a ch e s  to
p e rso n a lise d  le a rn in g  b y  e xa m in in g  d iffe re n t
ro u te s  th ro u g h  ke y  s ta g e  4 .  C o u ld  yo u  o ffe r

th e se  in  yo u r ce n tre ?  A n d  a re  th e re  a n y  o th e r
ro u te s  w e  co u ld  in c lu d e ?

E x te n d e d  W o rk -R e la te d

L e a rn in g

 
 
 
 
 
 



Three year Key S tage 3 w ith  year 7
as a  transition Year

SATS at Year 9
Key S tage 4 O ptions G C E

G C E Applied

Tw o Year Key S tage 3 S tart Key S tage 4 early
G C SE O ptions

G C E
G C E Applied

BTEC

Tw o-year Key S tage 3
S tart Key S tage 4 early

Years 9  to  11 Vocational
P rogram m e

BTEC
G C E Applied

“Academ ic” M odel

“C om bined” M odel

“Vocationa l” M odel

A  Flexib le K ey S tage 3?
In  th is exam ple w e look at how  a flexib le  approach to  key stage 3
can he lp  prepare candidates for the ir key stage 4 com m itm ents.
S tarting G C SEs early cou ld  be a viab le  so lu tion.  C ould you offer

such a schem e in  your centre  and w hat w ould the  knock-on effects
be w ith  the key stage 4 provision?

 
 
 



B T E C  F irs t C e rtifica te

B T E C  In troduc to ry  D ip lom a

U n its  to  co m p le te  th e  B T E C  In trod u cto ry  C e rtifica te

R em a in ing  un its  to  co m p le te  th e  B T E C  In trod u cto ry  D ip lom aU n its  to  co m p le te  th e  B T E C  In tro du c to ry  C ertifica te

Studen t 1
Identified  at the  start o f Y10
as Leve l 1  - starts  the
In troducto ry  D ip lom a. Th is  is
a  360  g lh  course  [6  hou rs a
w eek fo r 2  years] w ith  an
equ iva lence  o f 4  G CSE  at D -
G .

Y ear
10

Y ear
11

Studen t 4
Pace  is  too  fast:
C ontinues w ith  the
In troducto ry  Certificate
during  Y11. Com p leting  the
course  over 2  years and
ga in ing  2  G CSE D -G

Studen t 2
Pace  is  too  slow :
C om p lete s the  In troducto ry
C ertificate  in  Y10  and  m oves
on to  the  F irst  Ce rt ificate  -
Leve l 2  p rogram m e  in  Y11.
They w ill ga in  4  G C SE  - 2  a t
D -G  and  2  a t A *-C .

U n its  to  co m p le te  th e  B T E C  In tro du c to ry  C ertifica te

A  B ro ad er C u rricu lu m ?
In  th is  exam p le  w e  lo o k a t the  va riou s w ays o f u s in g  a  B T E C

In tro du cto ry  C ertifica te  o r D ip lo m a  to  a dd ress le a rn ing  pa ce  a nd  to
o ffe r a  b ro ad e r cu rricu lu m  fo r th o se  en te rin g  leve l 1 . m  b e ca use  a
d ip lom a can  be  sp lit d e live re d  fle x ib ly  the re  a re  a  nu m b e r o f w a ys

th a t it ca n  b e  used .  C ou ld  a  s im ila r o ffe r w o rk  in  yo u r ce n tre?

The  o rde r o f the  un its shou ld  be
sequenced  so  that students a re
fo llow ing  the  In troducto ry
Certificate  in  Y10 and  com pleting
the  re st o f the  In troducto ry  D ip lom a
U n its in  Y11.

Year 12  and  13?
BTEC  F irsts at le ve l 2  and
N ationals  a t leve l 3  are  ju st
as flex ib le  and  can  p rovide
m ultip le  possib ilit ie s

T each ing
G roup  A

T each ing
G roup  B

T each ing
G roup  B

T each ing
G roup  B

Studen t 3
Starts the  C ertificate  and
responds to  the  course  w e ll
a lthough  not enough  to
p rogress to  leve l 2  afte r 1
year.  Con tinue s w ith  the
rem ain ing  un its to  com p le te
the  D ip lom a in  year 2.

T each ing
G roup  A

T each ing
G roup  C

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


